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THOUGHTS  FROM  DR.  BALL

Dear Judson ISD Team:   

I hope that everyone had a good weekend.  Through email I had a wonderful conversation with 
one of our very own teachers.  He shared with me what his work life is like right now and the 
changes it has brought to him.  Below is his message to me. 

Dr. Ball would be amazed at the amount of work teachers are putting in behind the scenes.  Our 
work is no longer visible to the general public.  I personally have spent countless hours behind 

my laptop setting up new programs such as ClassDojo and Google classroom.  I have had to 
learn these programs as I've never used them before.  I am creating current lessons based on 

JISD's curriculum maps.  This is harder than ever as I must create lessons that are simple enough 
to be done at home but rigorous enough to make kids think.  I have talked to every parent in my 
class at least twice, in fact, so much more than that.  Also, I have talked to most of my students 
as well.  I was on the phone for 45 minutes with one parent because we could not easily connect 

to Google Classroom.  I guess I need to add tech support to my collection of "hats" now.  I am 
doing all this while my two boys (6yo and 2yo) want to hang out with dad, my wife, and I as we 

shuffle around each other, both working from home, in our bedroom office, and my elderly 
mother (who lives with me) makes me to-do lists a mile long."

I know what he shared with me is a true picture of what the majority of the staff are going 
through. My words might not mean much but I can certainly tell you that we are so proud of the 
heroes that we call teachers. You have had to make major changes without any notice, at times, 
you are criticized for not doing it perfectly and for not having all the answers. But what I do want 
you to know is that I and many others know that you are amazing. You are providing an amazing 
service to our community.  You give so many people comfort, joy, and peace of mind. We know 
that this is hard on everyone for many reasons but I want you to know that I am so very proud of 
you!!!! Thank you so much for all you do. I continue to pray for each of you. May God keep you 
and your families healthy.



ENCOURAGING  WORDS   FROM  
OUR   STUDENTS

The COVID-19 Pandemic has physically distanced a lot of us over the last several weeks 
out of a health necessity, but it has not distanced our appreciation for one another. In fact, 
the current situation in many ways has made us step back and assess the void we're 
seeing and realize what a profound impact teachers and staff have made in our lives. 
Below is just a sampling of what some students are feeling as we walk through this school 
closure and realize the benefit and gratitude that comes from that daily smile and 
encouragement from teachers who care and are willing to invest in students' lives. 

High school student, Brett Ferrill, would like to send a shout out to her dance instructor 
Mrs Howe for always supporting her and pushing her to be the best dancer and colonel 
she can be.

High School Student, Kaia Lopez, would like to send a shout out to Mr.Short for being a 
great teacher and creating a family in our choirs. 
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Bret t  Ferr ill

Kaia Lopez



ENCOURAGING  WORDS  FROM   
OUR  STUDENTS

High school student Danielle Hitchens. I would like to send a shoutout to Ms. Peery for 
always listening to me rant about my small inconveniences that I experienced on any 
given day. Ms. Peery always motivated me to be the best person, student and athlete 
possible everyday. 

High school student,Tae?Veon Brazil. I would like to send a shout out to Sarah Howe & 
Lauryn McCarthy. For being so supportive, and for always being there when I needed 
them. 

High School student, Diana Gonzalez. I  would like to shout out to Law Enforcement 
teacher Ms. Soto for always having my back and giving me the moral support I always 
needed during tough times. Thank you for always cheering me up and making sure I was 
never hungry.
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For more news and information about Judson ISD visit us on the web at 

www.judsonisd.org   

ENCOURAGING  WORDS  FROM   
OUR  STUDENTS

High school student, Hannah Berry. I would like to shout out to Ms. Bosquez, for always 
having a positive attitude. She has the kindest heart and a classroom that feels more like a 
safe home than an actual classroom

High school student, Kyonte Holder. I would like to send a shout out to Mrs.Tesch for 
showing me you can have fun and become the best student in the class. She's in the top 
three of greatest teachers I?ve ever had. She made school and learning exciting. I love her. 
God bless!

High school student, Lonnie Buck. I would like to shout out to my band director Mr. Keyes 
for always pushing me to be my best and inspiring me to believe in myself regardless of 
the odds.
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ENCOURAGING  WORDS  FROM   
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High school student, Cameron White. I  would like to shout out my fifth grade writing 
teacher Ms Stowell. I was the math nerd at school and she helped me develop a love for 
writing and taught me how to do it well. Keep inspiring the youth Ms Stowell and know 
you are forever appreciated!

 High school student, Raven Gatson. I would like to shout out to all of the teachers who 
impacted me to excel in my education. Whether it was elementary years of Ms.Gunn, Ms. 
Fory, and Ms. Santos. To the middle school years of Mr.Scott, Mrs. Hooper, Ms.Klimczyk, 
and Mrs. Davis. Lastly, all of the AP teachers and organizational sponsors who supported 
my journey in high school. 
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Apr i l  is School Libr ar y Month
Appreciation To JISD Librarians 

Despite the school closure, our JISD librarians have been busy supporting our teachers and our students 
in any way possible. Learning is looking a lot different...at least for now, and school librarians across the 
district have been "Zooming" like many of us have to keep up with supporting curriculum and trying to 
keep students engaged with learning and reading. We want to thank them and we want to remind 
everyone that they are working and available to our students and staff.  National LIbrary Week is coming 
up April 19-25, 2020.  

Our  Judson ISD LIbrar ians 



Month  of the Mili tar y Child

April is the Month of the Military Child. Because purple is a color used to represent all military 
services, the theme "Purple Up" is used over the course of the month of April. This recognition 
helps to underscore the role military children play in the armed forces community. Below is a 
profile of a couple of military connected students and how they are coping with the current 
COVID-19 situation. 

As Judson ISD military children, my sister Aaliyah and I are doing what we can to make the best of our 
current world pandemic. Every day we wake up and do our assigned work online. I have zoom 
meetings that I attend for attendance. I play softball for Judson High School on Junior Varsity, so I am 
also encouraged to stay active during this time. I throw around with my mom and sister and I even 
practice hitting in my garage. 

I also help my sister stay active and have learned to do passing drills with her because she enjoys 
soccer. Both of our seasons came to a halt this year. This was her first season back on the field due to 
her medical condition so our family was so excited to see her back doing what she loves. I never 
would?ve imagined this year would turn out this way, but we have done our best to keep a positive 
mindset through it all. Although everyone has been asked to stay home to flatten the curve, my mom 
is required to still go outside the home to work.

My mom is definitely our hero. She is an Air Force veteran, currently serving as a civil service 
employee and doing her part daily. In her position she works long hours and days and we love her 
dedication. We look up to her. 

These weeks have been stressful, but if it?s one thing we have always been good at is adapting to

life. We are standing strong together. We wear purple to show strength and sacrifices as military 
youth. 

Pur pl e UP!



For more news and information about Judson ISD visit us on the web at 

www.judsonisd.org
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